World's 32 most invasive species are found on Guam
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THE Guam Invasive Species Council (GISC) held a meeting at the Guam Department
of Agriculture’s Plant Inspection Facility in Tiyan yesterday at 10 a.m. Created by
Public Law 31-43, one of the mandates of GISC is to develop and lead an invasive
species management plan for Guam.

Tony Nakamura, acting port director for the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, Plant Protection and Quarantine in Guam &
CNMI, presented an overview of the core functions, programs and initiatives of the
agency, specifically their role in safeguarding Guam from agricultural pets and invasive
species.

According to Nakamura, Guam has 32 of the world’s 100 worst invasive alien species.
With the existence of these non-endemic species on-island, Nakamura said, “It is
incumbent upon all agencies responsible for invasive species regulation and
enforcement along with stakeholder organizations in Guam to work collaboratively with
GIsC.”

Representatives from the Customs
and Quarantine Agency, the
University of Guam and the

Department of Agriculture review

the latest information on invasive

species during a meeting in Tiyan
yesterday. Photo by Zita Y.
Taitano / Variety

The National Invasive Species Information Center defines “invasive species” as non-
native (alien) to the ecosystem under consideration and whose introduction causes, or
is likely to cause, economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.”

Horrendous damage

Dr. Aubrey Moore, of the University of Guam, said aside from the brown tree snake, there are less popular, non-endemic
plants and animals that are causing horrendous damage to the island’s ecology.

He cited the example of the Asian cycad scale, an insect that specifically targets cycad plants. These pests, according to Dr.
Moore, are the main cause of the decline of the native Fadang, one of the major plants in the limestone forests of Guam. At

present, “90 percent of the Fadang population is heading towards extinction,” according to Dr. Moore.

Roland Quitugua, chairman of the Northern Soil and Water Conservation District, emphasized the importance of education,
outreach and border inspection in preventing the incursion of invasive species on the island.

The online database provides updated information on the worst invasive species around the world. The database is maintained
by the Invasive Species Specialist Group, a network of technical and policy specialists working under the support of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature and the Species Survival Commission.

Quitugua said the public may contact the University of Guam Cooperative Extension Service at 735-2080 to report invasive

plant species. For invasive pests, call the Guam Invasive Species Hotline at 475-PEST.
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Democrats tout their unity

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

The party held a meeting Tuesday night at the
Sinajafia Community Center, where 200 Demo...

‘GMH knew of epidural arrangement’

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

In an interview with Variety, Gabel said the internal
email he sent to GMH Medical Direc...

Lawmakers hold hearing on election reform measure
Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

Sen. Dennis Rodriguez, election reform committee
chairman, reiterated the purpose of the...

Miss Guam World candidates announced, pageant
on May 18

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

Beauty World Guam Organization yesterday held an
event at the Latte of Freedom, Adelup, ...

Session cancelled

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

The Office of Speaker Judi Won Pat issued a
statement yesterday, saying they received wo...

‘“Turn in unused, expired medicine’

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

United States Atty. Alicia Limtiaco, along with the
Drug Enforcement Administration and ...

Solid waste receiver finds combustible gas
Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

Federal receiver Gershman, Brickner & Bratton
addressed the matter during their quar...

Hotel and Restaurant Expo kicks off

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

The two-day expo runs from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Organizers are inviting industry profession...

World’s 32 most invasive species are found on Guam

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am
Tony Nakamura, acting port director for the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and P...

Dr. Garcia responds to ‘American baby’ website issue

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am
In an interview with Variety, Garcia said he had no
knowledge of the website until Varie...

GRTA contract still month-to-month

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

GRTA interim Executive Manager Felix Dungca gave
an update on the status of the agency T...

GAIN seeking online votes to win $100,000
Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

GAIN is competing against 108 contestants from all
over the U.S. for a spot in the offic...

LaHood to address UOG commencement
Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

Ray LaHood is one of 15 members of President
Obama’s Cabinet. “We are very pleased t...

Tamuning massage therapist assaulted

Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am

Officer A.J. Balajadia, GPD spokesman, said officers
responded to a report of an injured...

Join Habitat for Humanity Quiz Nite
Thursday, 12 Apr 2012 03:00am
This is Habitat's 11th year of hosting Quiz Nite. For
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